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Review of OECD/JRC’s Handbook on Constructing Composite Indicators:
Mechanism Approach Based on Indicators Methodology
QIU Dong, GUO Tongji

(School of Statistics and Data Science, Jiangxi University of Finance and Economics, Nanchang 330013, China)

Abstract: Attention to the “mechanism approach” of Composite Indicators Methodology serves as the foundation for avoiding
measurement traps and achieving the unity of “mathematical reasoning” and “practical reasoning”. This paper provides a review of
OECD/JRC’s Handbook on Constructing Composite Indicators from a methodological comparison perspective, evaluating the strengths
and limitations of the handbook by elaborating on the academic-theoretical standards underlying the Composite Indicators

Methodology, and specific suggestions and reflections are proposed regarding the “Ten Steps” framework outlined in the handbook.

)

Furthermore, it analyzes the root causes of the “Handbook Paradox” and emphasizes the mechanistic study of composite indicators

constituting a crucial pathway to overcome this predicament. Chinese scholars should demonstrate intellectual confidence and self-
reliance, developing an economic statistics discipline with Chinese autonomous knowledge systems, thereby playing an appropriate
role in independently participating in and proactively shaping the formulation of international statistical standards.

Key words : multi-indicators composite evaluation; OECD/JRC Composite Indicators Handbook; economic statistics;

methodological mechanism; handbook paradox
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